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Module 1: Being a Teacher: a Professional Privilege 

This first week gives an introduction to the course and asks what it is to be a teacher. This is a chance 

for you to reflect on you own identity and aspirations as a teacher and gain an informed understanding 

of the world, or worlds, of childhood. You will build on and extend your existing knowledge as a teacher. 

We will discuss the ways in which teaching can be defined as a profession and what it means to be a 

professional teacher. 

Outline for Week One: Being a Teacher: A Professional Privilege 

Learning Tasks for Week One: 

1. Watch Video Lecture 1: About the Course 

Watch this short video lecture which explains the aims and structure of the course and sets out in detail 

its constituent parts – the follow-up activities and assessments. Having watched the lecture it will 

probably be helpful to go back over it again, or relevant parts of it again, to ensure that you are clear 

about what you are expected to do to successfully complete the course. 

2. Start developing your Portfolio and your forum discussions 

This may be the point at which you begin to think about putting together a portfolio of various activities, 

assignments, and thinking that you have done and begin to share your ideas with other course 

members in an online forum. 

3. Watch Video Lecture 2: Being a teacher 

What does it mean to be a teacher? The answer may seem obvious but this lecture asks you to think 

about your own identity and aspirations. 

4. Do the Thinkpiece: After watching the lecture do the following self assessement activity which asks 

you to think about how you see yourself and how you would LIKE to see yourself. It's called Me as I 

am/Me as I would like to be 

You may wish to share this with others on the course or in your school. And/or you may add it to your 

portfolio to come back to, and even go through again, at a later date. 

5. Watch Video Lecture 3: The World of Childhood 

As a teacher, what do I know about the different worlds that children inhabit? As an ambassador to the 

kingdom of the child, how do I gain a more informed understanding of the world, or worlds, of 

childhood? 

6. Watch the Hans Rosling video on YouTube: 

In a four minute presentation Hans Rosling provides an overview of what childhood health and well-

being mean in different countries of the world, showing the progress over time and the gaps that still 

remain between different places within and across countries. 
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To what extent does this connect with your own experience, and extend or challenge what you already 

know, feel, or do? 

7. Watch Video Lecture 4: Being a Professional 

Is teaching a profession? How do we make that judgement? What defines a profession and what 

professional standards would we expect of ourselves and our colleagues? 

8. Do the Thinkpiece: The Future of the Teaching Profession 

Read the short extract from the book The Future of the Teaching Profession. This will help you think 

further about what it means to be a professional and how what you have learned has enhanced your 

own understanding of yourself as a professional. 

9. Take Quiz 1 

10. Revise what you have gone through and what you have learned before you move to week two 

Extend your thinking (not compulsory, but may help you to become a better teacher or to 

understand your work better) 

Practical Activities for you to try: 

Thinking about the Future: Use the Focus on the Future worksheet to think about how your world is 

changing and what that means for you as a teacher. You might ask other teachers in your school to fill 

in the worksheet as well and then have a conversation about what this means for your school. You 

could add your worksheet and notes of your discussions to your portfolio. It shows that you are thinking 

about what you might do to improve your school. 

Extend your Reading: 

Read the complete first chapter of The Future of the Teaching Profession, by John MacBeath 

 

 

Module 2: Thinking About Learning 

The videos in this week are all related to the theme of children and young people’s learning. The 

emphasis is on thinking ‘skills’ – learning how to think effectively and creatively. We ask how you as a 

teacher ensure that students are thinking while they are in your classroom. You will write an essay 

which brings together the various strands of your learning. This is for your own professional 

development, but it will also help you to consider what the implications are for teaching and learning in 

your own classroom. 

Outline for Week Two: Thinking about Learning 

Learning Tasks for Module Two 

1. Watch Video Lecture 1: Revisiting learning 

As teachers, we sometimes need to revisit what we know, what we think we know and what we don’t 

know about learning, as researchers are constantly pushing back the boundaries of knowledge. 
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2. Do the Activity: What do I know? 

Look at the matrix and think about what you would write in each of the boxes. 

This may also be included in your portfolio as a record of what you are thinking now but may change in 

the future as you revisit this activity. 

3. Watch Video Lecture 2: Thinking about Thinking 

We all think all the time. Is it possible to think badly? What would it mean to think well? How much of 

our teaching is devoted to helping children and young people think well? To know how not just know 

what? 

4. Practical Activity: Spot Check 

You might like to use The Spot Check in your class, described in the accompanying document as a 

means of helping you to identify the level of engagement that your students have. It will help to identify 

any areas where what you are teaching and what they are learning is not the same. You might want to 

use this, think about the results, and put something into your portfolio. You may also wish to discuss 

this in a forum with others on the course who have tried the same activity. 

5. Watch video Lecture 3: Teaching for Learning 

How could we teach at all if learning wasn’t always at the heart of things? As you watch, consider the 

notion of ‘sticky knowledge’ and how we might need to reconsider the simple transmission model. 

6. Watch the Ron Ritchart video on you tube: 

Ron Ritchart, Senior Research Associate at Project Zero, Harvard Graduate School of Education, talks 

about visible thinking and how this is used by a teacher to explore truth and reconciliation in South 

Africa. Children also comment on each other’s work. How does this extend your thinking about 

learning? 

7. Watch video Lecture 4: Thinking about Curriculum 

We may think of curriculum as what we plan to teach. We may also think of it in terms of a process in 

which we create a climate for students to engage with the big ideas or essential concepts that matter. 

8. Read the article Making Thinking Visible by Ron Ritchart and David Perkins 

In this video Professor David Perkins talks about curriculum and raises some of the following issues: 

What’s worth learning? How much of what we teach is worth learning? 

What are 'nimble ways' of thinking and understanding? 

9. Visit the Thinking Classroom website: 

Mike Fleetham’s thinking classroom materials might be useful resources for you to use when 

developing routines that help students improve their thinking. You can join the website free and gain 

access to a number of teaching resources. 

10. Take Quiz Two 
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11. Complete your first peer reviewed essay 

The first of two peer-evaluated essays asks you to use the protocol 'connect-extend-challenge' as a 

framework for assessing your own learning and possible applications to your teaching. 

12. Before progressing to module three you will need to review the activities engaged in over the course 

of the module and consider your responses to them 

Extend your thinking (not compulsory, but may help you to become a better teacher or to 

understand your work better) 

Practical Activities for you to try: 

How do we know when students are really engaged? 

Use the worksheet on Engaged Learners to think about how you know when students are really 

engaged in their learning. Ask some of your colleagues at school to fill in the worksheet as well. Use 

what you have written down as a way of discussing student engagement and how you might maximise 

student interest in the learning activities in your classroom. 

The worksheet See/ Think/ Wonder is one of David Perkins' routines which you might try in your 

classroom and/or share with your colleagues. 

Extend your reading: 

Read Tony Townsend's paper from 2007 'Engaging Students in the Global Classroom' 

 

 

Module 3: How Good is My Classroom? 

This week is focused on the classroom and asks you to consider the question ‘How good is my 

classroom?’ It asks you to revisit, replay, and bring together the many ingredients that make a 

classroom a stimulating place for learning and an enjoyable and engaging place for teaching. We come 

back to the importance of assessment for learning. As Dylan Wiliam says, ‘assessment is minute by 

minute in the classroom’, not simply something that happens at the end of the course. 

Outline for Week Three: How Good is my Classroom? 

Learning Tasks for Week Three 

1. Watch video Lecture 1: What is a good school? 

What makes a good school? Who knows? Who should we ask? Teachers, parents, students, 

politicians? What are the things that are common to good schools? What makes a good teacher/ What 

makes a good student? 

2. Thinkpiece: What makes a good school? 

Complete the attached worksheet 'Where are we?'. Ask some of the teachers in your school to 

complete it as well. Did you all say the same things about your school? Were there elements where you 
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all agreed? Were there some areas identified that really need to be worked on? How might you do this? 

Perhaps your worksheet and notes of your discussions might be added to your portfolio. 

3. Watch video Lecture 2: Questioning 

As a teacher, what kinds of questions do you ask your students? Are they always ones to which you 

already know the answers? To what extent might they be described a as ‘open’ or ‘closed’? How might 

you ask better questions? 

4. Watch the video on Teaching in a Zambian Classroom 

Then consider the questions in the accompanying document Question and answer in a Zambian 

classroom 

5. Watch video Lecture 3: Assessment 

It might be said that teaching and learning are all about relationships and that the most successful 

teachers are those who create and nurture relationships not only with their students but with 

colleagues, parents, and the community. 

6. Do the Thinkpiece: Assessment and Learning 

Read the document Assessment of, for and as learning and consider the extent to which these different 

modes of assessment characterise your own teaching. Perhaps start a discussion forum on this topic to 

see how people in other parts of the world consider issues of assessment. 

7. Do the activity: The Force Field. 

This is a procedure for learning what may help or hinder the development of good relationships. How 

might you use this in your school? Could you also use it in a classroom? 

8. Watch video Lecture 4: Planning for Improvement 

How good is my teaching? How good is the learning which I am trying to encourage? How good is my 

classroom? How good is my school? These are all questions which would be described as ‘self 

evaluation'. Does this happen in your school? How is the activity managed? How might it change the 

way in which your school works? 

9. Do the Thinkpiece: What do you see? 

Look at the picture of a Zambian classroom and answer the questions below the picture. You might like 

to do this as a shared activity with a colleague. 

10. Take Quiz Three 

11. Before progressing to the fourth module, you will need to review the activities engaged in over the 

course of the module and consider your responses to them. 

Extend your thinking (not compulsory, but may help you to become a better teacher or to 

understand your work better) 

Practical Activities for you to try: 
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The worksheet, Think, Pair, Share is one of David Perkins' thinking routines which you might like to try 

in your classroom and/or to share with you colleagues in your school, or on the course. 

Extend your reading: 

Read Tony Townsend's paper on 'Teachers in Third Millennium Schools'. How might you address some 

of the challenges identified in the paper? 

 

 

Module 4: Continuing to Learn in a Changing World 

This week focuses on ways that we can help children to live and learn in a world of change. We will 

consider the importance of cultivating creativity and acknowledging multiple types of intelligence. We 

will also look at learning that takes place informally outside of school. We will identify key features of 

excellent practice in schools and look at the benefits of professional development. This is the final week 

of this course. If you have stayed with us to the end, congratulations! This may be an ending but it is 

also a beginning as you move on to the next course. 

Outline for Week Four: Continuing to Learn in a Changing World 

 Learning Tasks for Week Four 

1. Watch video Lecture 1: A World of Change 

If we think about the future in terms of what we know now we may well be unprepared for the future. 

How do we help children and young people to live and learn in a world of change and how do we 

prepare ourselves to learn to live with change? 

2. Watch the Ken Robinson video on Creativity: 

In it, creativity expert Sir Ken Robinson challenges the way we're educating our children. He champions 

a radical rethink of our school systems, to cultivate creativity and acknowledge multiple types of 

intelligence. As you view the video, and perhaps go over it for a second time, consider to what extent 

this is simply blue skies thinking. Does the video suggest implications for learning and teaching in your 

classroom, school, or community? 

3. Do the Thinkpiece: Active Learning 

Read the short article Promotion of active learning and consider what you understand by learning as 

‘active’. Isn’t all learning active? Perhaps start a forum on this issue to find out what others think as well. 

4. Watch video Lecture 2: Outside of School 

If children spend more time out of the classroom than inside it, how much of their learning is shaped by 

the informal environment, in home, community, and peer group? As a teacher, how do you know about 

and take account of out-of-school learning? 

5. Do the thinkpiece: My Best Thinking 

Complete the worksheet My Best Thinking. This asks you to consider when and where you learn best 

and how these same questions might apply to your students. 
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6. Watch the video: A Journey to Excellence 

This video shows some of the key features of excellent practice in schools including: using a wide 

range of learning and teaching approaches; promoting learners' willingness and confidence as seekers 

of new knowledge, understanding and skills; developing the ability to think, linking new knowledge to 

what learners already know and can do; providing opportunities to respond to 'open' questions; and 

collaborative learning. 

The examples here are drawn from well resourced schools in Scotland. However, the teacher explains 

that the quality of teaching and learning does not rely on the school's resources but the resources that 

children bring with them – their own thinking, creativity, and sharing. Often children get the answers 

‘wrong’, but this is all part of a pathway to better learning. 

7. Watch video Lecture 3: Professional Development 

As a teacher, do you ever stop learning? Or, is the hallmark of a profession one in which learning and 

development are continuous, embedded in daily practice and in the dialogue that we have with our 

colleagues? 

8. Complete the Practical activity: The critical incident analysis 

The critical incident analysis is a tool you may use to review, preferably with colleagues, times in your 

teaching where you feel you might have done something better. 

9. Watch video Lecture 4: A Review: Questions of Professionalism 

As this is the final lecture of the four weeks – if you’re still here it is your sixteenth! – we review where 

you’ve been and remind you of some of the key issues you’ve encountered. We raise the question – 

what have you learned? And what have we learned together? 

10. Complete Quiz 4. This is the final quiz. 

11. Complete the second Peer Assessed Assignment 

The second essay asks you to select an aspect of the course that you have found particularly relevant 

to your own teaching and to explain why it has been useful to you and might be useful to others. 

Extend your thinking (not compulsory, but may help you to become a better teacher or to 

understand your work better) 

Practical Activities for you to try: 

Complete the worksheet 'The ideal teacher' and perhaps ask some of your colleagues to do it too. Have 

a discussion about what this means for teachers in your school. How might you use this in your 

classroom? Are you brave enough to get your students to fill this in when you ask them to think about 

your teaching? 
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Foundations of Teaching for Learning is a program of study primarily for people who are currently 

teaching but have had no formal teacher education. This course is an introductory one that considers 

the three domains of being a teacher: Professional Knowledge and Understanding; Professional 

Practice; and Professional Values, Relationships and Engagement. 

More Details 

COURSE 2 

Foundations of Teaching for Learning 2: 

Being a Teacher 
Upcoming session: Oct 5 — Nov 23 

Commitment 

3-4 hours per week 

 

About the Course 

How we teach has its foundation in how we were taught and how we learned. This course provides an 

opportunity for you to reflect on your personal and professional development as a teacher. Through 

reflection and portfolio development you will enhance your knowledge and understanding of how to 

promote learning. 

More Details 

COURSE 3 

Foundations of Teaching for Learning 3: 

Learners and Learning 



Upcoming session: Oct 5 — Nov 23 

Commitment 

3-4 hours per week 

 

About the Course 

The teacher’s work becomes meaningful when it is informed by research and theories of learning, and 

their relationship to actual practice. This course provides an opportunity for you to identify and 

understand students’ expectations and prior learning. 

More Details 

COURSE 4 

Foundations of Teaching for Learning 4: 

Curriculum 
Upcoming session: Oct 5 — Nov 23 

Commitment 

3-4 hours per week 

 

About the Course 

Curriculum is a framework for guiding teaching and learning. This course provides an opportunity for 

you to consider the relationship between the teacher, the learner and the curriculum. 

More Details 

COURSE 5 

Foundations of Teaching for Learning 5: 

Planning for Teaching and Learning 
Upcoming session: Oct 5 — Nov 23 

Commitment 

4-6 hours/week 

 

About the Course 

This course will help you consider how to develop appropriate learning goals for individual and groups 

of students. You will learn how to plan learning activities to engage your students in ways that will 

achieve these goals. 

More Details 



COURSE 6 

Foundations of Teaching for Learning 6: 

Introduction to Student Assessment 
Upcoming session: Oct 5 — Nov 23 

About the Course 

You will consider various techniques which help to assess student learning. The course also will help 

you to acquire the skills to develop and use appropriate assessment procedures. This course is part of 

the Foundations of Teaching for Learning program which is designed to assist people who are currently 

teaching but have had no formal teacher education improve their understanding of their role and work 

as a teacher. This set of courses will enhance your knowledge and understanding about learning and 

teaching and what makes a teacher a professional. Practical activities are provided to assist you in 

using what you have learned to improve your teaching practice. While these are optional, it is strongly 

recommended that you undertake them if at all possible. Of particular importance is a guide to the 

development of a portfolio to help you organize and document your thinking about what you have 

learned. In addition, you may be able to use the portfolio to access other opportunities in the future. 

Announcement for US based teachers: Coursera and its partners are proud to offer eligible teachers in 

the US free Verified Certificates for this course and other high-quality teacher professional development 

courses, through the ConnectED effort announced by President Obama. To participate in this 

opportunity, US district leaders simply need to approve Coursera teacher professional development by 

completing a brief form at: www.coursera.org/tpd. US Teachers interested in this opportunity are also 

encouraged to follow the link to learn more and www.coursera.org/tpd. Once a district’s form has been 

verified, the district leader will be notified and teachers in the district will receive access to free verified 

certificates for Coursera professional development. Coursera and the Commonwealth Education Trust 

thank educators for the hard work they do every day and hope this opportunity will assist US teachers 

to continue developing their craft in a meaningful and flexible way. 

More Details 

COURSE 7 

Foundations of Teaching for Learning 7: 
Being a Professional 
Upcoming session: Oct 5 — Nov 23 

About the Course 

This course will emphasise what you can do to act professionally. This includes developing your own 

philosophy of teaching and making sure that you continue to improve your knowledge and skills. It also 

considers what it means to be part of a community of professionals, working with others to improve 

what happens in your school, community and profession. This course is part of the Foundations of 

Teaching for Learning program which is designed to assist people who are currently teaching but have 

had no formal teacher education improve their understanding of their role and work as a teacher. This 

set of courses will enhance your knowledge and understanding about learning and teaching and what 

makes a teacher a professional. Practical activities are provided to assist you in using what you have 

learned to improve your teaching practice. While these are optional, it is strongly recommended that 



you undertake them if at all possible. Of particular importance is a guide to the development of a 

portfolio to help you organize and document your thinking about what you have learned. In addition, you 

may be able to use the portfolio to access other opportunities in the future. Announcement for US 

based teachers: Coursera and its partners are proud to offer eligible teachers in the US free Verified 

Certificates for this course and other high-quality teacher professional development courses, through 

the ConnectED effort announced by President Obama. To participate in this opportunity, US district 

leaders simply need to approve Coursera teacher professional development by completing a brief form 

at: www.coursera.org/tpd. US Teachers interested in this opportunity are also encouraged to follow the 

link to learn more and www.coursera.org/tpd. Once a district’s form has been verified, the district leader 

will be notified and teachers in the district will receive access to free verified certificates for Coursera 

professional development. Coursera and the Commonwealth Education Trust thank educators for the 

hard work they do every day and hope this opportunity will assist US teachers to continue developing 

their craft in a meaningful and flexible way. 

More Details 

COURSE 8 

Foundations of Teaching for Learning 8: 

Developing Relationships 
Upcoming session: Oct 5 — Nov 23 

About the Course 

One focus of the course is to help you develop strong relationships with families to enable them to 

support children’s learning. Positive relationships with your students enable you not only to teach them 

but also to get to know them as individuals. Positive relationships with colleagues and school leaders 

are necessary to help the school improve. This course is part of the Foundations of Teaching for 

Learning program which is designed to assist people who are currently teaching but have had no formal 

teacher education improve their understanding of their role and work as a teacher. This set of courses 

will enhance your knowledge and understanding about learning and teaching and what makes a 

teacher a professional. Practical activities are provided to assist you in using what you have learned to 

improve your teaching practice. While these are optional, it is strongly recommended that you 

undertake them if at all possible. Of particular importance is a guide to the development of a portfolio to 

help you organize and document your thinking about what you have learned. In addition, you may be 

able to use the portfolio to access other opportunities in the future. Announcement for all learners: 

Course instructor Tony Townsend will be actively participating on the course discussion forums for six 

weeks from Monday 14 September. Announcement for US based teachers: Coursera and its partners 

are proud to offer eligible teachers in the US free Course Certificates for this course and other high-

quality teacher professional development courses, through the Connected effort announced by 

President Obama. To participate in this opportunity, US district leaders simply need to approve 

Coursera teacher professional development by completing a brief form at: www.coursera.org/tpd. US 

Teachers interested in this opportunity are also encouraged to follow the link to learn more and 

www.coursera.org/tpd. Once a district’s form has been verified, the district leader will be notified and 

teachers in the district will receive access to free verified certificates for Coursera professional 

development. Coursera and the Commonwealth Education Trust thank educators for the hard work they 

do every day and hope this opportunity will assist US teachers to continue developing their craft in a 

meaningful and flexible way. 

More Details 



CAPSTONE PROJECT 

Foundations of Teaching for Learning 

Capstone: The Reflective Practitioner 
Starts November 3, 2015 

About the Capstone Project 

This course is open to learners who have completed all eight courses on the Foundations of Teaching 

for Learning MOOC. It revisits topics covered and focuses on what it really means to be a reflective 

practitioner. One of the great paradoxes of learning is that the more you know the more you become 

aware of what you don’t know... and the more you want to know! This course offers an opportunity to 

further deepen and broaden your professional expertise. It provides an opportunity to participate in 

practical tasks and assessments that draw on the knowledge and skills gained in the previous courses.

   If you have completed the eight courses, signed up to the Signature track, met all the assessment 

requirements of the programme and would like to continue to build on your interest and achievements, 

this course is for you! There is enough challenge and scope for learners who already have teaching 

experience, but this course is also suitable for less experienced learners who may not have a great deal 

of teacher education or may not yet hold a teaching qualification. 

 


